j. m. sasson the Hasmonean Johanan. 4 Ironically, the rabbis gave Eglon more visibility. A tool of God for punishing recalcitrant Israel, Eglon is said to father Ruth and judged as one of David's ancestors. 5 Christian fathers generally read the story mystically (especially in the use of right and left hand) or typologically (Christ conquering evil). For most Christian readers since the Renaissance, however, the issue was not how Ehud accomplished his feat, but the morality of assassinating an elect of God. And while such reticence could be swept aside during revolutionary times, 6 any qualm about the deceit with which Ehud carried his mission was attributed to "oriental" zealotry.
7
The tendency to blame the times for Ehud's ungallant behavior remained constant even when modern biblical scholarship has raised issues about the origins and reliability of the received text. The consensus was that folk material from the Gilgal region (possibly based on some historical kernel) had been reshaped by the Deuteronomist to promote a theology of divine control and of holy wars.
8 Argued was the historicity of Moabite control of Israel at such an early period of their nationhood when there is precious little archaeological concordance. Armed with better knowledge of the languages (grammar 4 Johanan, son of Mattathias, hid a sword "two spans long and 1 span wide" under his cloak. With it, he assassinated Nicanor, a governor King Antiochus had sent to force the Jews into impure worship of false gods, after tricking him into dismissing his staff. For a discussion on the "historical background" for this unhistorical narrative, 6 Edward Sexby (1616-1658), in advocating the assassination of Cromwell (admittedly not a king), writes, ". . . and here the Scripture shows us what the Lord thought a fit message to send a tyrant from himself: a dagger of a cubit in his belly. And every worthy man that desires to be an Ehud, a deliverer of his country, will strive to be the messenger" (Killing Noe Murder, 1657; cited from <http://www.arts.yorku.ca/politics/ comninel/courses/3025pdf/Killing_Noe_Murder.pdf>, 14).
7 Voltaire is scathing, ". . . these malignant devotees have incessantly before their eyes the example of Ehud, who assassinated the king Eglon; of Judith, who cut off the head of Holofernes while in bed with him; of Samuel, hewing in pieces King Agag; of Jehoiada the priest, who murdered his queen at the horse-gate. They do not perceive that these instances, which are respectable in antiquity, are in the present day abominable. They derive their fury from religion, decidedly as religion condemns it" (A Philosophical Dictionary, 1764, V/I/ii "Fanaticism"; see <http://oll.libertyfund.org/ Home3/HTML.php?recordID=0060.05#hd_lf060-05_head_007>. 
